of these interventions is to reduce the amount of delinquent beh the community, community members would have a stake in the ii tion process. Where simple altruism or sympathy for victims of might not be sufficient to evoke involvement, the general interest i: safety could provide the necessary linkage between community and family need. On the other hand, some studies have suggested absence of a specific nurturant agent, as would be the case with e family socialization, decreases the likelihood that a child will dev ternalized norms. More research is needed to resolve these conflic plications.
Amenability Limits
We have discussed the characteristics of interventions and interv these pose limitations on the feasibility and/or desirability of fn tervention. Other limitations inhere in some characteristics of th itself and of the child or other family member whose delinquent inal behavior is the occasion for intervention. They are limitation they decrease the amenability of the individual or family to succe tervention. Each of these characteristics should be explored in dej detailed strategies for intervention are being developed. For the purpose, we shall simply list the most obvious and briefly com their relevance to the issue of intervention strategies.
Developmental Stage of the Child. A key consideration is tl opmental stage of the child. Personal developmental stages incl nitive, social, and normative development. For the purpose of d intervention strategies across situations, it is important simply to count of the fact that different levels of development create diffe terns of interaction within the family. Both normative and social ment color a child's view of authority. Both also restrict the reasons for obeying or disobeying rules that are acceptable to the a particular, continuing set of interactions in the family is thougl1 tribute to a youth's delinquency, and therefore to be pathologic* respect, it is important to consider how the child perceives those tions, in terms of fairness, legitimacy, and effectiveness.
The extent of the child's involvement in deviancy may detenu in fective family intervention can be. The predelinquent child  i: younger and has a longer time ahead to spend in the family. In ; the child's deviancies are typically behavior problems at school, tion in the family makes sense in this child's case because he likely to be susceptible to family influence. The further one meutsiders invading the privacy of the nuclear family. In effect, the immediate community is the source of social control for each family. Recent studies of child abusers indicate that a high proportion are isolated from any level of community involvement, whether through family connections or social groups (Parke 1977). This isolation may be effect as well as cause, but either way it seems to be a condition of the pathology.
